WILD THINGS CONFERENCE 2009 PRESENTATION
Restoring Sustainability to Human Landscapes

By Judy Speer, director, Small Waters Education

A natural area can’t be healthy while surrounded by negative impacts.  And people’s lives are degraded by living in poorly-planned human-built landscapes that exclude nature.  Permaculture offers a system for designing human landscapes using nature’s patterns.  The presenter is a permaculturist and volunteer site steward, and will explore ways to integrate ecological restoration with permaculture to create smarter, healthier and more sustainable ways of living.  
Outline:

I.  The natural areas we are trying to restore are surrounded by human-built landscapes with negative    impacts on both non-humans and humans.
A. 
The non-humans in the natural areas get polluted runoff, movement restricted by roads and other barriers, lowered water tables, encroachment by aggressive species, and other negative impacts.
B.
The humans are also impacted negatively by separation from nature and built landscapes that foster isolation, dependence on automobiles, and other unhealthy impacts.

B. 
Why are our human landscapes harmful? They are not designed with nature’s cycles in mind.  The division of land use into “residential”, “commercial”, “agricultural”, “natural areas”, etc. is artificial.   We are suffering from an “extinction of experience”.
II.  Solution:  reservation and restoration ecology are important, but not enough to forestall massive biodiversity loss. Reconciliation Ecology is needed to fill the gaps.  (see Michael Rosenzwieg, “Win-Win Ecology”.)  Transform the human landscapes in ways that support biodiversity and human needs at the same time. 

A.
Our model for ecological restoration, pre-euro-settlement, was a human-influenced and integrated landscape.

B.
Permaculture is a design method for creating sustainable human landscapes.  Originated in the 1970’s by Bill Mollison and David Holmgren, it offers ethics (care for earth, care for people, share the surplus) a principles based on nature’s patterns.


1.  Ethics:  care for earth, care for people, share the surplus



2.  Some principles:




Observation




Diversity; polyculture




Integrate rather than segregate




Each element– multiple functions




Let nature do the work  




Use local resources




Produce no waste 




Small-scale intensive systems




Top-down thinking; bottom-up action




The problem is the solution 


3.  Some examples:




a. Village design: Crystal Waters Ecovillage, Australia




b. Subdivision design: Village Homes, Davis CA


c. Reclaiming urban land:  Rhizome Collective, Austin, TX, City Repair, Portland, OR
d. Urban agriculture in Cuba after fall of USSR cut off oil supply
e. Suburban yards can support native species and grow food

f. Small-scale intensively managed farms have larger yield per acre.

g. Mark Shepard’s permaculture large-scale farm is modeled after oak savanna.

h. Small Waters gardens are providing food and habitat next to natural area.
i.  “The problem is the solution”—what’s your problem?  

       Buckthorn + creativity = fuel, ephemeral stream stabilization, trellises,         curtain rods.  

Boxelder + creativity = mushroom gardens, backyard habitat, windbreak, mulch accumulator  

Garlic mustard –still working on that.

Lots of people around + education = monitors and volunteers

